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TO THE 


WORTHY ELECTORS 


OF THE 


United Pariſhes of St. Magnus, the 3 


AND 


St. Margaret, New Eis erat, Lonpon : 


WHO, WHEN THE AUTHOR WAS OVERWHELMED WITH A SERIES OF 
UNCOMMON MISFORTUNES, AND LABOURED UNDER THE HEAVIEST 
LOAD OF OPPRESSION, WITH THE ADDITION OF TE E MOST CRUEL 
AND UNJUST ASPERSIONS, FROM UNPROVOKED ENEMIES, AND WAS 
IN CONSEQUENCE UTTERLY DESERTED: BY ALL THOBE, WHO, IN 
BETTER DAYS, STILED THEMSELVES HIS FRIENDS; WERE PLEASED, 

' WITH A MOST UNEXAMPLED GENEROSITY, AND POLITENESS, NOT 
ONLY TO SHEW HIM PARTICULAR MARKS or - THEIR KINDNESS, BUT 
MOREOVER, WITHOUT ANY PERSONAL SOLICITATION OR CANVASS 
FOR THEIR VOTES, VOLUNTARILY TO HONOUR HIM WITH THEIR 
CHOICE, TO BE ONE OF THEIR LECTURERS: 


THIS PROBATION SERMON, 


PREACHED BEFORE THEM, ON THAT OCCASION, AND NOW PUBLISHED 


AT THEIR REQUEST, 15. WITH ALL HUMILITY, GRATITUDE, AND 
ESTEEM, 


INSCRIBED, 
BY THEIR MOST OBLIGED, 
AND MOST FAITHFUL SERVANT, 


Dartmouth- Street, 


8 The Auron. 
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REV. Char. xix, Verſe 10, latter part— 


7 * FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS IS THE SPIRIT OF 
«PROPHECY.” 


T is a Circumſtance, much in Favour of the Chriſtian Religion, and 

ſuch as cannot but have great Weight, with every ſerious and im- 

partial Inquirer after Truth, that it uſeth neither Fraud, nor Violence, 
In the Propagation of its Doctrines. 


3 profeſſeth itſelf to be a Reaſonable Service,” (Rom. xii. 1. ) and 
therefore always addreſſeth itſelf to the Reaſon and Underſtanding, to 
the impaftial Judgement, and unprejudiced Conſciences of Men. 


Neither doth it, like falſe Religions, require an ans A V aith, that 18, 
a Faith without due Examination. 


So far from it, it courts, requeſts, challenges, and indiſpenſibly re- 


quires, a ſevere and ſtrict Examination into its Truth and Credibility, and 
demands our Aſſent no further, than it convinces the Underſtanding. 
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& Search the Scriptures,” ſaid the Bleſſed Author of it, to the incredu- 
lous Jewiſh Rulers, (Joux v. 39.) for in them ye think ye have Eternal 
| Life, and they are they, which teſtify of me. 


5 B Examine 
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. Exanin our ſelves, faid the Apoſtle St. Paul to the Candies 
(2 Co. xiii. 5.) Whether ye be i in the Faith? prove your ownſebves.” 


And the Berœans ſtand Seis (AcTSs xvii. 11.) not becauſe they 
haſtily, and without due Examination, believed the Thin gs preached by 
St. Paul, hut becauſe, they garched the Scriptures aatly, whether theſe 


« Things were ſo:” it beingchis own Direction, (1 Tass. v. 21. Tok Prove 
© all Things, hold faſt that which is Good. 


And it is the general Direction of St. Peter to all Chriſtians, 
(1 PRT. iii. 15.) fully to ſatisfy themſelves of the Truth of their 

Chriſtian Faith, not only for their own Sakes, but alſo for the Sake 
of Others, that they might «be ready akoays to give an Anſwer to every 
Man, that aul 245 them a Reajon of the Hope that is in them.” 


The general n e ot all which Admonitions, i 1s the Declaration 


of the Angel, contained in the Words of the Text, For the Te of 
Joſus is the Spirit of Prophecy.” 


And happy would it he for the Chriſtian Cauſe, HY I may add, for 
the Peace of the Chriſtian Church too, if all Chriſtians would pay that 


which a Matter, fo very important to them, deſerves and requires. 


But the Misfortune i is, that Chriſtians in general are but too apt to take 
up their Religion upon Truſt: that is, are Chriſtians, for no other Reaſon, 
then becauſe they happen to Live in a Chriſtian Country, to be Born of 
Chhriſtian Parents, and to be Educated i in the Chriſtian Religion, 


By which Supinaſs, they put all Religions, whether true or falſe, 


Strength 


due and proper Attention to this Heavenly Declaration of the Angel, 
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upon the ſame Level; and leave nothing to be ſaid in Behalf of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which may not with equal Propriety, and with equal 
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4 3 ] 
Strength of Argument, be urged by a Jew, a Mahometan, or a Pagan, in 
Nefence of their Religion; their Religion being alſo the Religion of their 
reſpective Communities, of their nn . and in which they 


have been reſpetively:Educated. © OO 


-Þ 
q 


Not conſidering, that he, who does not FRO, that his Religion | is 
True, does not know, whether it may not be Palſe. 


And how miſerably wretched muſt be the fluctuating State of Kt 
Man's Mind, who does not know, whether his' Religion be True or Falſe? 
who, inſtead of having an immoveable Rock for his Faith, (Mar F. vii. 25 


1 CoR. x. 4. .) inſtead of having“ An Anchor of the Soul both ſure and fled- 
faſt, (Hes. vi. 1 9. ) to bear him up againſt the adverſe Storms of Life, and 
to uphold him in the Hour of Death: becomes lite a Wave of the Sea, 
driven by the Mind and taſſed; (JAM. i. 6. ) being zofſed to and fru, and carried 
aboul with every. Blaſt of Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, and. cunning Craf- 
3 3 zineſs, e they lie i in wait to decepe. . iv. 14.) 


To prevent, as much as poſſible, this dreadful Evil, md, in ſome Mea - | 
ſure to ſupply the Defect of this Want of Examination into the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, in the Generality of Chriſtians, it has pleaſed infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Geodneſs to appoint his Sabbaths, his Holy Places of Worthip, 
and his Miniſters, in order to excite, forward, and promote this great 

and important Work. 


With reſpect to the Sabbath, we are now allembled; in Ot edience to „ 
the Diyine Command, to keep Holy this Sabbath- Day ä | 


With reſpe& to this holy Place of Worſhip, you have repaired and 
fitted it up, with a Zeal, highly Wenn you as Chriſtians, and with a 
Neatneſs, 


"ED 3 


Neatneſs, Elegance, and Beauty, equal, I think, if not ſuperior, to any 
thing of the Kind, in this great Metropolis; and ſuch as cannot but do 
great Credit to the Taſte, and Maſterly Judgement, of all thoſe who have 


been concerned in the Planning, Superintending, and Executing of this 
ſo Pious a Work. 


With reſpect to your Miniſtry, you 5 at preſent a e in your 
ond mirage LeQureſhip, 


And from the Number of thoſe, 3 0 beſides myſelf are Candidates 
for your Favour on this Oecaſion, you will have an ample F eld tor your 


Choice. 


And, may that Gracious and Good God, who is alone the Author and 
_ Giver of every Good Gift, give you his Grace, to proceed | in ſuch your 
Choice, with that Caution, Deliberation, Circumſpection, and careful 
Examination of all the Candidates, which a Matter, ſo very important to 
you, requires. Let no Friendſhip for Man, lead you into Enmity with 
God. Neither let any Temporal Conſideration whatever, diſſuade you 
from a due and Conſcientious Diſcharge of that Truſt, in which the Eter- 
nal Intereſt of Yourſelves and F amilies, is ſo deeply concern'd. You will 
remember and conſider, that it is a ſacred Truſt committed to you by God 
bimſelf, of which you muſt ſhortly expect to render a Solemn Account. 


But, I haſten to the Conſideration of the Uſes of the Golden Key, con- 


tained in the words of the Text, * The Te ee of Jeſus, i zs the Spirit of 
Prophecy.” 


I call it a Golden Key, and you will not think, there is any Impropriety 
in that Appellation, if you conſider, that, under the Divine Bleſſing, it 


unlocks 


T-:S* I 


unlocks the Door t6: Treafutts, "mire valucble than Gold, yea. than” mob 
fue Gold, (Pi. xix. rd.) even the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel of Cliriſt 


Jeſus = For rhe Tln of Ice, is the Spirit of Prophecy.” 


The preſent 05800 on will, by no means, permit me to conſider all the 


Uſes of this Golden Key. But it win permit me to mention ſome of 
them. I cannot therefore, I think, better employ | your Preſent" Me- 
; ditations, than by conſidering thoſe, which” the preſent Seaſon of the 
Year, wiſely ſet apart by our Church for the Commemoration of 0 our 
Beloved Lord's Coming i in the Fleſh, does s naturally point out to t us: 


* 


Namely, thoſe which concern, A mr WON \ 1 


* ö 5 
* * x * — 


Firſt, the Line, i in which the Promiſed Meſſiah was, , according to the 
Fleſh, to deſcend; | 


Secondly, The Time, 8 1 . 3 i ag b 


© ©» Ro 


Thirdly, The wonderful Manner! in which he was to be Born, and 13 
adorable Name, by which he was to '* called ; ſhewing, under each Head, 
how ſtrong a Teſtimony all theſe Prophecies bear to the Bleſſed Jeras, 
and that they cannot be fulfilled i in any other. To which, 


Fourthly, I ſhall add a few Words, eas the Neceſity, and medi- 
muble Blefling, of his Coming. 


181 


As to the Firſt of theſe, namely, che Prophecies, which Mee to the 
Line, in which the promiſed Meſſiah was, according to the Fleth, to . 
| deſcend: We are to obſerve, that the Original General Prömiſe, made by 
Almighty God, upon this Head, to Adam, (and which is the Poundation: 


of all the reſt) . will put Enmity between thee, and the Wo oman, and between: 
| C e 


C6) 
ty Seed, and ber Seed; it bali bruiſt thy Head, and rb ſhalt bruiſe bis 
Heel": (Gex. iii. 15.) was, after the Deluge, When the whole Earth, 
was to be overſpread by the Deſcendants of Noah, (GEN. ix. 19.) and 

theſe Deſcendants were to be divided into different Nations, (GEN. x. 33.) 


o 4 4:34 5 1 111 435 = ig 4 THF C* # 


particularly limited, with reſpeck t to his Deſcent, according to the Fleſh, 
firſt to Abram, as we read (Gen. xii., I, 3, 3. * 61 Now the Lord had faid 
2 unte Abram, get thee out of thy Country, nd fror thy. Kin dred, and From 
cc « thy Pather' $ Houſe,” unto a Land, that 1 will 2 thee; and I will make of 


© thee a great Nation, and I will, ble h thee, and make thy Name great; and 


„ „ H oE 


+ 6 + + 


& thou ſhalt be a Bl: fling. And I will bleſs them, that ble ſe thee, 3 curſe 
75 . that e thee; and i in thee Ae all F anilie of the Earth be ble ed. 5 


"Abd to "ſhew- the Trannitabiſity of his Counſel and Promiſe herein, 
God afterwards, when Abraham, (for ſo God was pleaſed to order him to 
be Called, as an Indication, that he ſhould be not only an ““ illiſtrious 
« Father, but an z/ Iluftrious Father of Multitudes ;" or Him in whom all 
the Nations of the Earth, ſhould be Bleſſed; as we read. Gen. xvii. 4. 4 
compared with Row. i iv. 16, 17. 18, 00 As for ne, behold n my Covenant i 7s with 
cc ee; and thou ſhalt l be a F Father of; man wy N Nations. Neither ſhall th „ Name 
67 any more * calcd Abram, but thy Name ſhall be Abraham; for a F ather 
CL of many Nations have I-made thee.” wy in Obedience to the Divine Com- 
mand, had taken the Knife to ſlay his Son Iſaac, the Son of the Promiſe, 
(Gen. xvii. 19. ) confirmed this Promiſe with. his -moſt Sacred and So- 
lemn Oath: 1 « By. myſe If have I Aon, faith the Lord; for becauſe ? thou 
C « haſt done this Thing, and haſt. not with- beld thy Son, thine only Soi: that 
“e in ble offi ng I woill bleſs thee, end i in multiphing L wil multiply thy Seed, as the 
os « Stars of the Heaven, and as + the Sand which 1 en the * Shore, and thy 


11 
41 21 6 Seed 
& : ww 


1 


Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate of bis Enemies, and in thy Seed ſhall all the 
. Nations of the Earth be bleed: becauſe thou W obeyed W. Voice. 
(Gen, xxii. 16, 17, 18.) 


After the Death of Abraham, God Aſo ap peired to e and con- 
firmed the ſame Promiſe unto him; And there was a Famino in the Land, 
&« befides the firſt Famine, that was in the Days of Abraham. And I/aa 
e went unto Abimelech, King of rhe Philiflines, unto Gerar. And the Lord 
46 appeared unto bim, and ſaid, go not down into Egypt: Dwell in the Land, 
te which I ſhall te tell thee of. So gjourn in this Land, and I wil be with thee, and 
BR will ble 24 thee. For unto thee, and unto thy Seed, I will give all theſe Coun- 
© tries, , and I will perform the Oath which I froare unto Abraham thy F 2 
* ther. And I will make thy Seed fo multiply, as the ky tars of Heaven; and 
cc will give unto thy Seed all theſe Countries; and in thy Seed Shall all tbe Na- 
ce tions of the Earth be Bleſſed: becauſe that Abraham oveyed my Voice, and 


40 kept my Charge, my e, my Statutes, and my Laws.” (GEN. 
Xxvi. Y, 2; 3. 45 5.) | 


| After the Death of laue, God appeared 1 unto Jacob, and 1 the 
ſame Promiſe to him; 10 Saying, 1 am the Lord God of Abrabam thy Father 

* and the Godof Iſaac. The Land, whereon thou lieſt, to thee will I give 
* 16, and unto thy Seed, and thy Seed ſhall be as the Duft of the Earth; and 
45 * rhou ſhalt Spread abroad to the W eft, and to the Eaft, and to the North, and 


* to the South; and i m thee, and i in thy Seed ; ſhall all the F anilies &. the Barts 
I © be Bled. 4 (Gru. xxviii. 13, I4. - a 


* 


When Jacob was upon his Death-Bed, the Spirit * 9 Lord came e upon 
r and he Prophecied, ing, % Judah, thou art He, 10% thy Brethren 


cc ſhall 
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(8) 
cc all Pa 17 thy Wand Hall be in the Neck of i think Enemies; thy Fathir 0 


* bildren ſpa!t bow down before thee. Fudah is g Lion £ Whelh ; from the 


« Prey, my & on, thou art gone up; he flooped down, he couched as a Lion, and. 
© as an old Lion; who fhall rouſe him up? The Sceptre ſhall not depart from 
% Fudah, nor @ Law-giver from between his Peet, until Shiloh (the Meſſiah 

* promiſed to be ſent} come; and unto him n n Y the Oy” 
« be.” (GEN. kx. 8, 9, 10.) 


Which Prophecy « the Meſliah being to ait, according to the Ph, 
out of the Tribe of Judah, was afterwards confirmed by the Prophet Mi- 


cab, 5 Bur thou, B ethlebem Epbratab, rhough Bou be little a among the Thou- 
80 ſands of Judah, Jet out of thee ſhall He come forth unto me, that is to be Ruler 


&* in Iſrael: why, 2 Goings forth bave been from of ola, 85 everleſting.” 
(Mic. V. 2 * 


Farther, Iſaiah kt that he ſhould ariſe out of hs F 3 af 
Jeſſe; © And there ſhall come forth a Rod out of the Stem of Jeſſe; and a Branch 


« (See ZECH. iii. 8—and Ch. vi. 12.) ſhall grow out of his Reots—which 


« ſhall' land for an Enfi gn of the People: to it ſhall the Gentiles feek, and bis 


«© Ref Mall be glorious,” (Is A. xi. I, 10.) 


And, laſtly, as God began this N or the: Deſcent: of the 
Meſſiah, according to the Fleſh, with a Promiſe, and with an Oath, 


to. Abraham, ſo did he cloſe it up, with a Promiſe, and with an Oath, 
to David:»—** 1 have made a Covenant with my choſen ; I have ſworn unto 


« David my Servant: thy Seed will J eſtabliſh for ever, and build up thy 
« Throne to all Generations. My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
« Thing that is gone out of my Lips, 1 have ſworn once by my Holineſs, 
46 1 h at 


n 
«that I will not lie unto David. His Sead ſball endurs for ever, and his 
* Throne as the Sun before me. It ſhall be Eftabliſhed for ever as the Moon, 


and as a faithful Witneſs in Heaven.” (of. Ixxxix. 3, 43 34, 35. 
36, 37.) TE 


There is alſo a clear Intimation given us, by the Prophet Amos, that 
this Promiſe to David ſhould not be fulfilled, till the Royal Family of 
David was reduced to a State of the greateſt Poverty and Diſtreſs: . In 
« that Day, will I raiſe up the Tabernacle of David, that is fallen, and clo % 


up the Breaches thereof; and 1 will raiſe up his Ruins, and I will build i it, as 
ein the Days of old. A gin ix. 11.) 


Prom all which Prophecies, it manifeſts appears, that the Promiſed 
Meſſiah was, according to the Fleſh, to Deſcend from the Stock of Abra- 
ham, in the Line of Iſaac, of the Poſterity of Jacob, out of the Tribe of : 


Judah, of the F amily of Jeſſe, and out of the Houſe of David, when re- | 
duced to the Extremity of Penury and Want. 


Let us then ſee, how far this Spirit of Prophecy bears Teſtimony to the 
Bleſſed Jeſus. 


That he Deſcended, according to the Fleſh, l in this Line, hos 
pointed out, is evident in the firſt Place, from the Genealogy given of 
him in the New Teſtament, which accurately ſets forth ſuch his Deſcent; 
and to the Truth of which, though publiſhed when Chriſtianity was under 
a State of the ſevereſt Perſecution, the Jews, its bittereſt Enemies, never 
objected; a Circumſtance not to be Credited, if there had been really any 
Flaw or F alſchood 1 in it: As the Detection of any ſuch Falſehood, would 
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evidently at once. have deſtroyed the Credibility o of the whole een 
Revelation. 


There can be no doubt, but that the Enemies of Ch riſtianity, would have | 
been exceedingly glad to have laid hold of even any Prætext of this Sort. 


But the ſame infinite Wiſdom and Goodneh of God, we may obſerve 
further, which, by the Spirit of Prophecy, pointed out this Deſcent of the 
Promiſed Meſſiah, and knew the Importance of it, to the ſupporting of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Cauſe, took effectual Care to prevent even the 
Poſſibility of ſuch a Surmiſe, by ſecuring. this Point, beyond the Reach 
of all Doubt, before it could pothbly be called 3 in Queſtion, 


With this View: the Divine Providence ſo ordered the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, that the Romans were at this Time Maſters of the World, and the 
Jewiſh Government was fo far ſubject unto them, as to become Tributary 
to them. In this State, and at this Time, there went out a Decree from 
Cæſar Auguſtus, the Roman Emperor, that all the World ſhould be Taxed. 
By Virtue of this Decree, the Jews allo were to be Taxed. And all of 
them went, (as we read LUKE ii. 4.) 70 be Taxed, every one to his own City, 
that is, according to their reſpective Genealogies. Amongſt them, 
40 Foſeph alſo went up from Galilee, out of the City of Nazareth, into Fudæa, 
te unto the City of David, which is called Bethlehem, {becauſe he was of the 
« Houſe and Lineage of David) to be J. axed with Mary his eſpouſed N te, 
Being great with Child, And 2 it was, that, while they were there, the 
% Days were accompl, ſhed, that ſhe ſhould be Delivered, and ſhe brought forth 
4 Ber firſt Born Son, and wrapped him in ſwaddling Cloathes, and laid him in 
* Manger, becauſe there was no Room for th m in the Inn. (Lu Ek ii. 4, 5, 
6, 7.) Thus did the infinite Wiſdom of God put it out of the Power of 
the Jews, however incredulous, and however malicious, either to deny, or 


to 


* 

to invalidate, the Evidence of the Genealogical Deſcent of our Beloved 
Lord from David, by taking Care, that it ſhould be Recorded and Pre- 
ſerved in the Publie Tables of Taxation, carefully kept at Rome, and that 
even before there could poſſibly be any Diſpute about it, And ſome of 
the Old Fathers appeal totheſe Tables, kept at Rome, in Confirmation of 
this Point; alledging, that they | were in being in their Time, and that they 
had ſeen theſe Records, wherein not only the N ames of Joſeph and Mary, 
but the Name alſo of Jeſus himſelf was Recorded, as of the Houſe and 
Lineage of David; the Children, as well as the Parents, being to be Taxed 
at a certain Age, by Virtue of the ſaid Decree.” 


And how far the Prophecy of Amos, before-mentioned, reſpecting the 
poor and diſtreſſed State of the Royal Family of David, at this Time, 
Was literally fulfilled, appears, as well from the Birth of our Beloved 
Lord in a Stable, and his having a Manger for his Cradle [ there being no 
Room 10 be found for ſuch Poor Gueſts at an Inn) and the Poor Offering made. 
for him at his Preſentation in the Temple, (LuKE ii. 24.) as from the 
general Poverty of his Life, which was ſo great, as to make it neceſſary 
for him to work a Miracle, to pay the 7. ribute Money, (Mair. xvii. 27.) 
and whilſt © Foxes had Holes, and the Birds of the Air had Nefts, to re- 
tire to, . he had not where to lay his Bleſſed Head! (MATT. viii. 20.) 


1 ſhall therefore proceed to conſider, 


- Secondly, The Teſtimony of thoſe Prophecies, which relate to the 
Time of the Coming of the Promiſed Meſſiah; which it is the more ne- 
ceſſary to do, as the Jews agree with us, that a Meſſiah is Promiſed, but 
will not be perſuaded to acknowledge, that he is as yet Come. 


Let us then hear what the Spirit of Prophecy 257 Divine Aue of 


which they do not deny) ſaith upon this Head. * 
The 


(1 2 y } 


The firft Prophecy, whieh limiteth the Fine of the Coming of the 
Promiſed Meſſiah, is what we meet with (GEM. xlix. 10.) where Jacob, a 
little before his Death, Prophecied, that f Sceptre ſhonld not depart - 
from Judab, (or, in other words, that the Jewiſh Kingdom ſhould 


not be Difolved) we Sbilbb oy Meſſiah Promiſed to be Sent / ſhould | 
Come.” 1 PERS 


| Now the Sceptre has actually been departed fromJudah, by the Dilper- 
ſion of the Jews, above Seventeen Hundred Vears. And therefore, according 


to this Prophecy of Jacob, the Meſſiah Promiſed to be Sent muſt have 
been ſo long ago Come. | 


0 * 


This Prophecy of Jacob, is much confirmed by what the Angel Gabriel, 
by the Command of God, foretold to Daniel ; Namely, that the Promiſed 
| Meſfuah ſhould come, and ſhould be cut of, within ſeventy Weeks (that is taking, 
according, to the Prophetic Manner of Counting, (Ezkk. i iv. 6.) a Day for a 
Year, and ſo every Week for Seven Years, within Four Hundred and 
ninety Years) from the Going forth of the Commandment, after the Babyloniſh 
Captivity, 70 Reftore and to Build Fernſalem; and that, after the Meſſiah ſhould 
be ſo Cut off, Ze People of the Prince that ſhould come, ſhould deſtroy the City of 

Feruſalem, and the Sanctuary, and cauſe the Sacrt ifice and the Oblation to ceaſe, 

end ſhould lay waſte the whole Country of Judea, until the Conſummation, and that 
| deter miusd, ſhould be poured upon the Deſolate. (Dax. ix. 24, 25, 16, 27.) 


. 


Fro which remarkable Prophecy, without entering into a nice Diſquiſi- 
tion, when thoſe Four Hundred and Ninety Years exactly began, or were 
exactly finiſhed, it will be ſufficient, for our preſent Purpoſe, to obſerve, 
that from hence it clearly appears, that the Promiſed Meſſiah was to 
come, and was to be Cui off,” before the Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Go- 
vernment, and the layio g Waſte of Judea, before the City of Jeruſalem, and 

the 
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the Sanctuary, or Second Temple, were Demoliſhed, and before the 
Ceafing of the Jewiſh Sacrifices and Oblations. | 


Now all theſe Events happened above Seventeen Hundred Years ago. 
And therefore the Promiſed Meſſiah muſt have been ſolong ago Come. 


F urther, the ſame will fill more clearly appear, from what we meet 
with i in the FN of H Jaggai and Malachi. 


Aer the Jews were Delivered from the Babyloniſh Captivity, and were 
Returned into their own Land, the Land of Judea, and the Foundation 
of the Second Temple, (in the Room of Solomon's Temple, deſtroyed by 
Fire by Nebuchadnezzar) (2 Kings xxv. 9. ) was laid by the Command 
of Zerubbabel, and Joſhua the Son of Joſedech, the High Prieſt, The 
Mord of the Lord was ſent unto them by the Prophet Haggai, ſaying, ſpeak 
K 12070 to Zerubbabel, the Son of Shealtiel, Governor of Judab, and to Foſhua the 
« Son of Toſed: cb the High Prieft, and ta the Reſidue of the People ſaying, who 

« 75 left among you, that Jaw this Houſe i in her firſt Glory? and how do ye fee 
eit now? is it not in your Eyes, i in Compariſon of it, as nothing ? 


2 t n now, . frong, O Zerubbabel, faith the Lord, and be 2 ong, O 
1% Joſpud, Son of i ofedech, the High Prieft; and be ſtrong, all ye Peotle of 
« the Land, ſaith the Lord, and Work: Fad I am with you, ſaith the Lord 


© of Hoſts. 


— According to the Word, that I Covenanted GET] Fi, when 2 came out 
« of Egypt „J my Spirit remaineth among Ivs: Jear Je not. 


we For thus faith the Lord of Ho oft: yer once, it is a a litt l. while, and I wil 
* ſhake /be Heavens, and the Earth, and the Sea, and the Dry Land; and I 
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„„ 
ill. Fake all Watiens; ; and the Drfire of all Nations fhall come; and I. wil 


« fl tbis Fett with Glory,” ſaith the Lord of Heft. The Silver and the 
cc © Gold i 5 Tue, Jaith the Lord of Hoſts. The Glory of this lather Houſe fall 


be greater than of the Former, ſaith the Lord. of Hoſis: and in this "Place, 
will I give Peace, faith the Lord 97 Ho e (Has. ii. 1, &c.) 


From this Prophecy, it is evident, that this 90 Temple, built by 
Zerubbabel, and Joſhua, the Son of Joſedech, however inferior to that 
built by Solomon, in Size, Magnificence of Structure, Richneſs of Orna- 
ments, and External signs of the Divine Glory, was yet to become far 
more Glorious than it; and that, by the Bodily Preſence, and tranſcendent 
Glory, of the Mefliah, the Defire of all Nations, the King of Ghry, 
(PC. xxiv. 9, 10.) the Mighty Cod, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
Peace; (Is A. ix. 6.) for ſo the Prophet Malachi expreſſſy explains this 
Prophecy And the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall  fuddenty come to his Temple; 
« even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom de delight in, behold, he ſhall 
46 come, faith the Lord of Hoſts.” (Mar. i iii. 1.) 


The Bleſſed Mefliah was therefore evidently to Come, while the Second 


Tem ple was Randing; becauſe, by his All-glorious Preſence, that Temple : 
was to be rendered more Glorious, than the Firſt, 


But that Second Temple has been deſtroyed by the 3 now 


upwards of Seventeen Hundred Years ago. Therefore the ie 
Meſſiah muſt have been ſo long ago Come. 


| Theſe Arguments are ſo ftrong, and concluſive, that the more 
moderate Jews cannot but acknowledge, that, according to theſe Pro- 
phecies, the Promiſed Meſſiah ought to have Come at that Time. 


But, 


„„ 
| Burgas't they do not chooſe. to acknowledge our Beloved Lord to be 


that Promiſed Meffiah, they alledge,. that, on account of the grievous 


Arete Jewiſh Nation, God poſtponed . "this "axed! md Of his 
Coming. 


But we muſt here follow the Direction of Iſaiah (Ch. viii. 20.) 
« To the Law and to the Teſtimony; if they Speak not gs to b 4 158 
ce. i. ay becauſe there is no Light in them.” 7 „ RS Oe ON be 


The Word of God ſtandeth like the ſtrong Mountains: and his Coun- 
ſels are as immoveable as the great Deep. To ſhew the Immutability 
of his Eternal Purpoſe, reſpecting the Sending of the Promiſed Meſſiah 
into the World, he was pleaſed, as has been before obſerved, to Confirm 
his Promiſe made to both Abraham and David, with an Oath; an Oath, 


as immutable as it is facred —& 7 am the Lord; 1 change not. 
er, iii. 6.) 


; To imagine God A to 4 a 3 Reing, by * 
N him to alter his Eternal Purpoſe and Decree, Confirmed by his Word. 
and by his moſt Sacred Oath, and that merely to countenance the Incre- 


dulity of Man, is an Impiety as dan cn as it ĩs daring. 


Bat God hath not left himſelf without a Witneſs upon this TIE 
« The Spirit of Prophecy,” will ever riſe up in Judgement againſt, and 
Condemn ſuch daring Preſumption of Men. os x 


All we, faith the Prophet Ifaiah, ſpeaking of the Bleſſed Meſſiah, 
« Jike fheep have gone oftray; we have turned every one to his own Way. and 
*« the Lord hath laid on Bim the Iniguity of us all.” He was Cut of out of 


** the Land of the Living; for the Tranſgreſfion of" my 1 was be 
Atricten. (Is A. liii. 6, 8.) : | How 


6 1600 


How then could the Sins of the Jewiſh Nation, however atrocious, be 
the Cauſe of God's Poſtponing the Time limited for the Coming of the 
Meſſiah into the World, when the Sins of that very People, as well as of 
the reſt of the World, are alledged, by God himſelf, as the Cauſe of his 
TROY him into the World to take thoſe Sins away? 


| 4. 


Loet us hear further, what God himſelf faith . upon this Head, 
(PL lxxxix—3o, &c.) where ſuch wickedneſs of the Jews is ſuppoſed, 
and threatned with Proper Puniſhment, but at the ſame Time, God's 
Eternal Purpoſe, reſ porting his ſending the Bleſſed Meſſiah into the Wotld, 
is reſerved : as immutable. > * his Children forſake my Law, and walk 


6 not in my Fudgements; if they break my Statutes, and keep not my Com- 
T mandments, then will I vit their Tranſs reſi with the Rod, and their 


« Iniquity with Stripes. Neverthele 2 my loving Kindneſs will 1 not utterly 
* fake from him, nor ſit ufter my F aithſulneſs to fail: My Covenant will I not 
« break, nor alter the J. bing that ts gone out of my Lips: once | Bave I fworn 
LL by my Holineſs, that F wall ug he unte David; his Seed ſhall endure for ever, 
«© and. bis Thron as the Sun before me. Te fb all- be e for ever as the 

« Moon, and'as a Pairbful Wi True,. 7 Heben. 


A 
How far all the above Prophecies "Ion Teſtimony t to the Bieſled Ms 
as being the Promiſed Meſſich, appears from hence, that he Came 


exactly at the Time limited and preferibed by thoſe Prophecies; 
namely, before the Sceptre 4v2s departed from Judah, and a Laꝛogixer 
from between bis Feet; before the Deſirucitn of the Je 0 100 Government, and 
the. Diſperſion of the Fete iſ N alion; before the Devaſtation of the. Land of 
Juda, and before the Demolition of the City. of Feruſalem, ard of .the 
Second Temple; for He was preſcnte d in that Temple, when an Infant; 
He Diſputed therein with the Jewith Doctors, and Manifeſted bis Divine 


Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom to them, when twelve years of Age; he made his Triumphant 
Entry therein, in the Courſe of his Miniflry, as the Promiſed Meſſiah; 
He cleanſed it by his Divine Preſence and Power, of all Pollution; He 
manifeſted therein his Divine Wiſdom by his Heavenly Doctrine, his, 
Divine Power by his wonderful Works, his Divine Goodneſs by Pro- 
mulgating the glorious glad Tidings of the Goſpel, the Goſpel of 
Peace and Salvation. And as a further proof of his Divine Wiſdom, | 
He not only confirmed the Ancient Prophecies concerning the Devaſ- 
tation of the Land of Judea, and the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem and 
the Temple, and the Diſperſion of the Jews, but alſo foretold, what 
literally came to pals, namely, that all theſe Things ſhould happen in 
that Generation. (MATT. xxiv. 34.) Well then might ** zhe Multitudes 
« of them that went before, and of them that followed ajier, Cry out, upon 
this Occaſion, This is Feſus, the Prophet of Nazareth, of Galilee! He ofan- 


«© nab! Bleſſed i is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord! Ay in the 
© Higheſt! (MATT. xxi. 9, 11.) 


Of the Propriety of which, we ſhall be more fully convinced, if we 
Conſider, | 


Thirdly, The wonderful Manner, in which the Promiſed 3 
to be Born, and the adorable Name, by which he was to be Called: both 


which the Prophet Iſaiah joins together. Behold a Virgin ſhall Conceive, 
and bear a Son, and ball call bis Name Immanuel.” (Is A. vii. 14. „ 


In order to underſtand which Prophecy fully, it vin be cee to 
conſider the Occaſion of it, which was this: 


F 


Ahaz 
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Ar, King of Judah, being ſorely Diſtreſſed, becavſe of the Con- 
federacy of the Kings of Syria and Iſrael againſt him, and fearing, leaſt 
he and the Kingdom of Judah ſhould be Deſtroyed by them, God ſent 
to him a comfortable Meſſage by the Prophet Iſaiah, ordering him to be 
quiet, and not to fear the threatened Danger from theſe united Foes, for 
that God would very ſhortly deſtroy their Power. To confirm him in 
the Hope of which Deliverance, God ordered Ifaiah to offer him any 

| Sign, that he ſhould aſk, either in the Depth, or in the Height above. 
Aha, wiſely reaſoning, that, to aſk a Sign of the Varaci ty of God, was to 
diſtraſt it, anſwered, ** 7 will not aff, neither will I tempt the Lord.” 
Then ſaid the Prophet, “be Lord himſelf ſhall give you a Sign. Bebold a 
Virgin ſhall Conceive, and bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name Immanuel: 
As much as to ſay, ſo ſure, as the Lord will perform his promiſe, his 
ſacred Oath, to David, in raiſing up tie Meffiah frem a Virgin of his 
Poſterity, to fit upon his Throne for ever and ever; fo ſurely, will the 
Lord perform his ſacred Promiſe now made to you, concerning his 
Delivering you from the Ha ands of theſe your bitter and powerful 


Enemies. 


In the ſame 3 God aid upon another Occaſion (Isa. Iv. 3.) 
1 will give you tbe ſure Mercies of David.” 


Ihe Circumſtance of our Beloved Lord's nina Born of a Virgin, is 
indeed apt to ſtrike us poor ignorant Mortals with a very improper 
degree of Aſtoniſhment, many crying out immediately, in the diſtruſtful 
Language of Nicodemus, (Jou iii. 9.) © «6 how can theſe things be - 5 


But we mould act more wiſely, if we would give ourſelves a moment's 
Time to N that the Wiſdom of God in all his Works being in- 
finite 
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finite, and all the Powers and Faculties of the Human Mind and Under- 
ſtanding being finite, it is not poſſible for us Mortals, in this our 


preſent imperfect State, to comprehend þ his Ways. As the Heavens are 


higher than the Earth; ſo are his Ways higher than our W ays, and bis 
Thoughts than our Thoughts,” (Is A. lv. 9.) | 


The Facts we ſee, and ought to admire, adore, and praiſe him for. 
Bat how they are effected, we cannot underſtand, nor Og.” too 


curiouſly to inquire into. 


A Reſolution to believe Nothing, till we can fully comprehend the 
Manner how it is effected, may lead us into much greater Difficulties, 
than we are aware of. If we diſbelieve the Incarnation of our Beloved 
Lord from a pure Virgin, on this Account; we cannot, conſiſtentiy with 
our Principles, believe any thing elſe, attended with the like Diffi- 


cultics. 


What then will become of. our Faith, mh reſpect to the Creation of 
the World in general, and of the Formation of Man out of the Duſt of 
the Earth, in the Likeneſs of God, in particular! will any one pretend 


to ſay, that he is able to comprehend, how the Soul and Body of Man 
are united in Life, and how they are ſeparated by Death ? how they ſhall 
be united again after Death, and ſhall continue together never to be ſe- 
parated more to all Eternity? how the Work of Regeneration is begun 
and carried on | by Grace here, and ſhall be Crowned with Eternal Glory 
hereafter? 5 


If we are ſatisfied in theſe, and all other ſuch like inquiries, which 
are evidently above the Reach of our Capacity to underſtand, by 
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: Difficulties will vaniſh immediately. 
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reſolving them all into the infinite Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Ve- 


racity of God, why ſhould we not modeſtly reſt ſatisfied with the ſame 
Solution, in the Caſe before us ? | | 


Theeed all our + Difficultics, upon this Head, ariſe merely from our con 


fining our Ideas to our Lord's Human N ature only. 


When once we turn our Thoughts upon his Divine Nature, all theſe 


. 


And this is the Clue, we may obſerve, which the Prophet points out 


to us to purſue, in order to remove all dur Doubts and Dithculties on 


this Head: He tells us, that this Wonderful Child, thus wonderfully to be 


Born of a Virgin, is Immanuel, God with us, or God Incarnate; (Is A. vii. 14.) 
and to impreſs this Declaration the deeper upon our Minds, he repeats 


it again and again, telling us, (Ch. ix. 6) that he is the Mighty God, 
the Everlaſting Faber; before whom the Baptiſt, his Fore-runner, ſhould 


come crying in the Wilderneſs, and ſaying, © Prepare ye the May of the 
Lord! make firaight in the Deſart a High Way for our God!” (Is A. xl. 3.) 
T faying unto Feruſalem « and to the Cities of Fudah, behold your God! (em 9.) 


If then the infinite Majeſty of God was pleaſed, in his infinitely con- 
deſcending Goodneſs, for the Perfecting the adorable Work of Man's 
Redemption, to take Human Nature upon him, by being Born, would 
we wiſh, or was it to be expected, that ſuch a Tranſaction ſhould be un- 
accompanied with any Signs of the Divine Power and Glory ? 


Let us conſider. two Circumſtances, which preceded it ; and from 


thence, we may be led to form ſome Judgement, as to what was to be 


expected 
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expected upon this Occaſion; I mean, the Birth of Taac, the Promiſed 
Son of Abraham, and the Birth of Jobn the Baptiſt, the Prophet of = 
Lord, the Promiſed Son of Zacharias. As to which, we may obſerve, 
that both Sarah, the Wife of Abraham, and Elizabeth, the Wife of 
Zacharias, were not only Barren, but were alſo, as well as their Huſbands, 
almoſt Dead through OldAge. (Gen. xvii. 17. and Ch. xi. 30. Luke! i. 7.) 
Vet, under theſe Circumſtances, did it pleaſe God, that theſe two Pro- 
miſed Children ſhould be Born; in order that his Name and his Power 


ſhould be known; and that Men might ſee and confeſs, that ce Nothing i 7s; 
0 impoſſible with God. (Luxz 1 i. 37. ) | 


If then God was pleaſed ſo far to fapertole all the Powers of Nature, 
upon theſe two Occaſions, becauſe his Honour and Glory were more im- 
mediately concerned in them ; what might not be expected, when the 
End of theſe mighty Works was to be obtained, when the Creator was to 


appear under the F orm of a Creature, and the Mighty God aſſume the 
humble Nature of Man? 


> 


See how the Prophet Haggai (Ch, li. 6, 7.) repreſents all Nature as. 
being ſhook, as ſhook with Wonder and Amazement, at this wonderful 


Event! F. or thus ſaith the Lord of Ho ofts; yet once, it is a little while, 
*« and 1 will ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and the Sea, and the Dry Land; 
« and Twill ſhake all Nations; and the Dejire of all Nations ſhall Come!” 


Inſtead therefore of wondering, that our Beloved Lord was, (according 
to the Spirit of Prophecy concerning the true Meſſiah) Born of a pure 
Virgin, becauſe of its being a Circumſtance ſo incomprehenſible to us, 
we ſhould rather have had Cauſe to have wondered, if he had been Born 

in any other leſs extraordinary Way. 


8 All 


d 


All that we have to do, on this Qccafion, is carefully to Remember, 
and ry to Believe, that the Bleſſed Jeſus is that Immanuel, or God 
with us;” and then this wonderful Circumſtance, will appear only as a pro- 
per Sign, and ſure Proof in him of that Divine Wiſdom, and Almighty 
Power, by the full Diſplay of which, he was, durin g the Courſe of his Mi- 
niſtry here on Earth, to demonſtrate himſelf to be God, as well as Man. 


Had he failed, in ſuch Proof of his Divinity, he could not have been 
Acknowledged, or Received, as the Promiſed Meſliah. 


How fully he did really anſwer the Character of the Promiſed 
Meſſiah, and manifeſt ſuch his Divine Glory, will 7 appear from 
what follows 


The great Work i in general, which the Promiſed Meſſiah had to do, 
was to become a Bleſſing to all Nations, by Delivering them from their 
ſpiritual Enemies, by Revealing to them the Will of God perfectly, 
by Renewing their Nature, by making an Attonement for their oy; and 
by Opening the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. 


As all theſe Works are infinitely above the Power of any Created 
Being to perform; if it can be ſhewn, that the Bleſſed Jeſus did really 


perform all theſe Works, his Divine Nature and Godhead will be 
ſufficiently manifeſted thereby. 


That the Bleſſed Jeſus did really and effectually overcome and deſtroy the 
Reigning Power of all thoſe three great ſpiritual Enemies of Mankind, 


Satan, Sin, and Death, is evident from his Curing all that were Poſſeſſed 
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of the Devil, making - Satan and his: infernal Legion of Demons, to fly 
at his Word ; from his Revealing, the whole Will of God in his Holy | 


Goſpel ; from his Regenerating the Hearts of all his true Diſciples, and 
Followers; ; from his forgiving them all their Sins; from his offering up 


himſelf upon t the Croſs, as a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, 
and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole World; from his Riſing from 


the Dead, Aſcending into Heaven, and Opening thoſe 2 everlaſting Gates 
(PL. xxiv. 7: ) of never Fading Glory” to all Believers. 


| | Theſe Circumſtances conſidered, we hall not e at his being Born 
of a Virgin; at his Conception and Birth being foretold by Angels; at his 
being worſhipped by the Magi from the Eaſt; at his Divine Wiſdom, 
diſplayed amongſt the Jewiſh Doctors, when Twelve Years of Age, in the 
Temple at his baffling Satan in all his Temptations; at his ſpeaking as 
| never Man ſpake; at his doing what never Man did, giving Wiſdom, to 
the Simple, Feet to the Lame, Eyes to the Blind, Ears to the Deaf, 
Speech to the Dumb, Life to the Dead; at his diſcerning the ſecret 
Intents of the Hearts of Men; at his foretelling the Circumſtances of 
his Paſſion and Death, although ſeemingly the moſt contingent ; at his 
walking upon the Sea, and making even the Winds, and the Waves to 
obey him: Theſe, and all other ſuch Jike Circumſtances recorded of him, 
being only ſo many concurrent Eridencet of his Divine Wiſdom and 
| Almighty Power. 1 


And as from hence, and from what has been before obſerved, it mani- 

feſtly appears, that the Bleſſed Jeſus is indeed the True Meſſiah, Ny does 
it as clearly from hence appear, that all theſe are Circumſtgnces, which 
cannot poſlibly be > fulfilled, or accompliſhed in 2 other, 


The 


TY 


The Jews indeed do yet vainly flatter themſelves with the . that 
2 N Meſſiah will nee come to Dees . 620 J git 


3 


52 


fatal Rock upon « which their Fore-Fathers lit. Their Joann, being 
vailed over by that unhappy Prejudice, to them a the Arm of the Lord 
vas not Revealed. » (Isa. liii. 1. ) The Humility, Meekneſs, and Poverty 
of the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Offspring c of David, became to them a ſtumbling 
Block, atwhich, through Unbelief, they ſtumbled and fell; (Is A. viii. 14.) 
and, deſpiſing and rejecting the © Mert and Lowh” Jeſus, (Zecn. i ix. 9. R 
they ignorantly nn the Tad of 1 7 0 Con ii. 8.) 


The ſame ok nd wi Vail, the 3 1 adicial Blindneſ, . 
wN their unhappy Poſterity to the preſent Pay. | 


But the appointed Time (isA. vi. 11, Live xxi, 24. —Rxv. xt. 
2,—RoM. xi. 25, 26 —2 Con. iii. 14, I5, 16. 1 is drawing on, when 
this Vail out be taken away, 40 « by their wy te the Lord.” 3 


10 prepare chem for which, it would bi 6 for i again ans 
again attentively to conſider, how utterly impoſſible it is, that all the 
above Circumſtances, ſo clearly fogetold of the Promiſed Meſſiah, and ſo 


literally and punctually fulfilled in the Bleſſed Jeſus, can be 18 in 
any Other. 
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| Suppoſing, * Inſtance, that any ſuch Temporal King, as they ally 
expect, ſhould now appear, and aſſume to himſelf the Character and Title 
of the Meſſiah. Suppoſe moreover, that Satan, with all his Artifices, and 


pretended 


* 


(2) 


pretended Power of working Miracles, ſhould aſſiſt the Deluſion. He. 
might perhaps eaſily Impoſe upon the Credulity of the Jews, and Deceive 
them to their Ruin, as they have been too often impoſed upon by falſe 
Chriſts already. But it would be 7mpoſible for him to Deceive the Elect, 
TOES xxiv. 24.) the True and F aithful Church of Chriſt. | 


For they would Fe call him 70 the Law and 45 the Thi. 


© mony; (Is A. viii. 20. ) and by finding him ** nt to Speak according to theſe,” 


would preſently diſcover, that there could not Die " bs any Sigh,” 
that | is, any Truth! in him. 5 


They would call upon him to produce his Genealogy from Abraham, 
in the Line of Iſaac, of the Seed of Jacob, of the Tribe of Judah, of the 
Family of Jeſſe, of the Houſe of David, when diveſted of all its Regal 
Pomp and Power; which it would be impoſlible for him to do, the Jews 
having now no Genealogical Tables to produce; the ſame Divine Wiſdom a 

which took ſo much Care to have them preſerved, as an indiſputable 

' »Pvidetice of the Deſcent of our Bleſſed Lord, having taken as great Care, 
in order to A Impoſtures, to have them nn intirely 
deſtroyed. 


| They would allo all” upon | "TH to Ling back the Nation of the Jews 


to the Land of Judea, to reſtore again the Sceptre to Judah, to bring 
back again the Roman Empire, and make the Romans again Maſters of 


the World, to rebuild the City of Jeruſalem, to raiſe up again the Second 
Temple, aud to fill it with a Glory ſuperior to that built by Solomon, to 
. 1 to have been born of a * and yet to be Deſpiſed and 


H Rejected 


f Rejected of Men, a Man of e „and acquainted with Grief, Spittod 


upon, Buffeted, Scourged, and ready to be Crucified as a Malefactor: ſo 
far as Man. 


They would then call upon him for Proofs of his Divinity and Godhead 
that the Angels of Heaven ſhould Worſhip him; that he ſhould Conquer 
Satan, Overcome Death, and Deſtroy the Power of sin; that he ſhould 


N Regenerate his Diſciples and F ollowers ; - that he ſhould Reveal to them 


the Will of God; that he ſhould aſſiſt them from Heaven, in the Perfor- 
mance of it; that he ſhould eſtabliſh with Mankind a New Covenant, 5 
Covenant of Grace and Mercy, and ſecure Obedience to it, by the Sanction 
of Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments; that he ſhould carry Healing i 532 
* bis Wings' (MAL. iv. 2.) and become, by his Righteouſneſs and infi- 
4 nite Merits, ** the Author of Eternal Salvation unto all that obey him,” 
 (Hzs.v.9.) and as an indiſputable Proof of all this, that on the Third Day 
after his Crucifixion, he ſhould riſe again from the Dead, aſcend unto 
his Eternal Throne of Glory in Heaven,,ſend down from thence the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, as a perpetual Comforter to all his faithful Diſciples, 
to Comfort, Enlighten, Sanctify, and prepare them << to be meet to be- 
come Partakers of the Inberitance of the Saints in Light,” (Cor. i. 12.) 
that he ſhould watch over, preſerve, and defend his Church againſt all 
Enemies in all Ages, till from a ſtate Militant here on Earth, it hould 
become for ever Triumphant in Heaven. 


As all theſe are Circumſtances clearly foretold by ** the Spirit of Pro- 
* phecy of the Meſſiah to Come, and have been all literally fulfilled in the 
Perſon of the Bleſſed Jeſus, ſo the bare mentioning of them, is ſufficient 
to bew, that they cannot poſſibly be accompliſhed in any Other. 


Thanks 


(#71 


Thanks then be to God, for this his great and unſpeakable Gift ! chat, 
by his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, he hath thus placed the Faith of 
Chriſtians u pon a Rock ſo ſure, that it cannot be moved | 


I would only beg Lhe to detain you, whilſt I briefly, in the 


Fourth and laſt place, conſider the Neceſlity, and nne ond 
of ſuch our Beloved Lord's Coming. 


I am very y wall aware, that J have already Treſpaſſed too much upon 
your Time; but, as the extenſive Nature of the Subject in ſome Meaſure 
demands it; and this is the firſt Time I have had the Honour of Preaching 
before you, and as this is alſo the firſt Favour of that Sort, which Ihave ever 
aſked of you, and may poſſibly, unleſs you are very kind to me indeed, be 
the laſt, I truſt, that I ſhall be pardoned, for taking bis Chriſtian 
Liberty with „„ | iz 5 


With reſpect to the Neceſſity of the Meſſiah's 8 this will aafily 
be made to appear, if we conſider, that the whole Race of Mankind muſt 
Inevitably. and irrecoverably have periſhed. without it. 


This is indeed an hard Leſſon, for the Natural unenlightened Man to 
Learn. To ſuch it ſeems an hard Saying indeed, that Good Livers, as: 
they are but too flatteringly called, both amongſt Jews and Genvles, 


could not have been ſaved without it. 


But it will ever be wiſe in us, to hearken to God, rather than Man. 
He beſt knows the conſummate Purity of his own Nature, and the Sinful 


Nature 


Nature of Man. He hath declared bimſelf to be of Purer Eyes, then 
to hebold Evil, and One, that cannot even look on Iniquity;” (Has. i. 1 3.0 
that he hath concluded all under Sin; that the Whole world is become guilty 
* before him; (RoM. iii. 9, 19. ) and that in his Stght no Fleſh living can 
« ge juſt jſted. (PL. cxliii. 3.) Nor ſhall we wonder at ſuch Expreſſions, 


I we attentively conſider with, ourſelyes that the Sinner and the Saint do 


not differ in this, that the one is, and the other is not, a Sinner; but in 
this, that the one is a Sinner in a greater Degree than the other. 


Cotapared: with the Generality of the, World, ſome may be faid to "by 


Hoh, to be Ju, to be Rigbteous, to have Clean Hands, to have a Pure 


Heart, to bave-walked in all the Commandments aud . Ordinances 7 the 
i Lord. Blame (Lon i. 6.) and the like. 


But when the Lives of even ſuch Saints as stheſe, come to be compared 
and examined ſtrictly by the Purity of God's Law, which'is a Tranſcript 5 
of the Divine Wil, the greateſt Saint, that ever lived, or that ever will live 


upon Earth, will be found to Nennt beſt but a grievous Sinner. 


Confidered in this Light, even Abraham himfelf; whatever he may 


 * bave to glory of, as pertaining to the Fleſh, that is, among Men, will be 


found «© fo haue nothing to glory of before God.” (Row. IV, 3. 8 


* And that the ſame is as true, with reſpect to all ether Saintwar | 


God, may be collected, as well from the ſpecific Sins charged-in' Scrip- : 
ture upon ſome of the -moſt Eminent amongſt them, as from the 


general Penitential Language of them all, in their Addreſſes to God. 


Abraham 


6&9 ) 


67 Abraham too well knew, Per little he had t. to truſt to, from his on 
Righteouſneſs, and therefore wiſely placed all his Faith, Hope, Truſt, 
and Confidence i in the Righteouſneſs of the Bleſſed Meftiah, Promiſed 


to Deſcend, according to the Fleſh, from him. And ſuch his e 
br Faith, war counted unto him for Righteouſneſs.” (Kos N. iv. 3: L- 


3441 


And all the 55 of the by and eminent Saite aid Beretta 
of God, not truſting to their own Righteouſneſe, cheerſully and faith- 


fully” oy fubmitted thenelves to the appointed Righteouſneſe of God, 
(Rom. x. 3.) all of them E Faith drinkinggf that Pivitual Rock that 


« followed them, and that Rock wal Chrif. 5 (1 Cox. x. 227 


And there can be no doubt (the unlimited and impartial Goodneſs of 
God conſidered, who will not expect nor require a C hriſtian F aith, where 


the Gospel! has not been Revealed) but that all good Moral Livets 
amongſt the Gentiles alſo, like Debtors cleared by : an A& of G race, with- 
out their knowledge, will, in a due degree, be rendered Participants of 
that infinitely Meritorious Sacrifice of the Blood of Chriſt, which Was 


ſhed ** zo fake away the Sins of the Warld,” (Joux i i. 29.) 


And to the ſame el and inexhauſtible Fountain of Divine Mercy, 


muſt we alſo come, with the ſame Robe of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, | 
muſt we alſo be clad, or we ſhall Periſh everlaſtingly: 


For our Sins being committed againſt, the Puniſhment being due to, 
the Vengeance being to be executed by, God; a God eternal, infinite in 
Power, ada and Juſtice; He it is alone, in in whoſe Pardon we ſtand in 


But 
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But how, or where-withal, thal] we ,come, beforg „dim in * 
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oy obtain it? Wil God recede from che Purity of his, Nature, to agcommo- 
date Sinful Man? Will the Gates of the pure and. bliſsful, Manſions | of 


Heaven, which are ſhut againſt the fallen. Angels, be Qpened for the Re- 
ceptisn of a Sinful Race, ſo much below them? Wall nat the ſame Niyine 


. Ja 


Juſtige, which neceſarly excludes the : One, as neceſſarily exclude the 
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For, as the P Palmiſ juſtly obſerves (Pf, Ixxxix. 43.) ** FORE Pays 
« he that lveth, 41 ſhall nat fe Death? and ſhall he deliver hit Sout: 
* from, the Hand of Hell? 123. much as to . wh , apy; Man, ay 
8 abfurd, as to pretend an Ability to deliy ver his Soul from. Death Eter-, 
nal, who cannot even deliver his Body From Death, * Temporal? 5 


Al $444 . n 


Nor ſhall we be in wither dl 6 applying to our re 
and deareſt Friends and Relations. | 


For, alas! they are all in the fame Miſerable State with Ourſetves : 
ſa that Ne Man may deltuer his Brother, nor make an Agreement 
ce with Cd far bim; for it coſts more to Redeem their Souls : So that 


« be muſt let that alone for euer; Yea, tho ff, fro . and 4 par, the 
90 Grave. (PL xlix. 7). | 


Shall we, with the Join of Old, flatter outſelves with an _— , 
with God, from a ſuppoſed Obedience to the Decalogue, or Moral Law? 
* 75 Alas! 


A 


Alas! that Law; like the All-perfe& Author of it, is Hey, Jus, ad” 
Spo; (Row. vii. 12.) and therefore the Terms of it, cannot be other 
chan theſe: «The Man that doth theſe Things, ſhall live by them; aud 
3 Curfett'is every One, tbat continaeth not in all T, Binge in the Law ti dp 
* them; (Lev: xviti. 5. Rom, K. 5. — Dr f. xxvii. 26.) How then? 
ſhall we hope to obtain the promiſed Blefling, how ſhall we hope te 
eſcape the threatned Curſe, of this Holy, Juſt, and Good Law of God, 
WhO are unholy, unjuſt and evil? 3 1 


+ 70 * 


Shall we; with them, have tecbttſe“ to“ their Legal Skckifiets' viel — 
Oblations? and place à fuppoſed Merit, in the Aſhes of an Heifer ſprink- „ 
ling the Unclean? in the Blood of Bulls, and of Goats, poured out for 


our Sins? (Now, xix. 17.—Lev. xvi. mg ix. 13. * . +: 18 — . . 
ati; i 
Alas! unprejudiced Reaſon will aur, that Obedience is ; praferabile.. | 


to, and therefore can never be compenſated by, any ſuch Sacrifice; 
that theſe Animals are evidently inferior to Man; and therefore, 
that it is not poſſible, that ae ver Bld can ever tale way Sins.” 
(Hes. X. 4) 1 ** 


77 
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Shall we then come bete our offended God with: Sackeloth: and 
Aſhes, with Faſting and Weapings with che ee of a broken 
and Contrite Heart: 155 , + 96 bg 
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1 2:08 


Of this Offering, it is to be obſerved! David ſpeaks very favourably, 
declaring, from his own happy Were tate chat it is © a Sacri de 0 which 
Gad will nat deſpiſe.” 1 li. 17.) e, 3 


And if indeed we are + happy, as to — — it up, as David did, 7 


18 129 


| can be. no Doubt, but that we ſhall be accepted equally with him. But 
then 


4. 


* þ 


then we muſt remember withal, that David was one of thoſe "happy 
| Saints of God, who.: drant of that ſpiritual Rock that fallowed them, and 
& that Rock was Chrif; ” ( Cor. x. 4.) © by whom whoſtever . 
6c « unto Gad. ſhall in no wiſe be eaft out: (Joun vi. 37.) Had he 
came to God i in any other way, this his Sacrifice would have been deſ- 
piſed, and, in conſequence, he himſelf would have been caſt out. 


For the fame unprejudiced Reaſon will ever mY us, „ that Repentance, 8 
however good a Preſervative againſt future Tranſgreſſions, can never be 
looked upon as an Attonement for thoſe that are paſt; that, conſidered in 

itſelf, it does not remove, but ſuppoſe Guilt; is rather a Confeſſion of our 
Sins, than? an Expiation for them; that it ſets before. us the Heinoulneſs | 
of our Tranſgreſſions, and their merited Puniſhment ; and therefore can 
never make us eaſy, as to thoſe fearful . of God, of which it 

makes us to be apprehenſive. om 


' Shall we e then truſt to the Fate Reformation of our Lives ? Alas! ! this 
will be every whit as dangerous a Bottom for us to reſt upon, as the Other. 
That Man knows but little of the Corruption and Treachery of the Human 
Heart, and of the bewitching and increafing Power of Sin and Tempta- | 
tion, who dares truſt to himſelf for the Reality of ſuch future Reforma- 
tion. But ſuppoſing him to be never ſo ſure, never ſo certain of it: what 
Dependence can be placed upon it? For the utmoſt Obedience of our 
whole Lives, being a Debt juſtly. due to God, what Part of it can have 
Works of Supererogation to (pare, for ſu pplying the Defects of Another? 


Shall v we then betalge Ourſelves to Angels or Archangels, to Cherubims 
or Seraphime, for their Mediation and ſappoſed Powers to latisfy the Juſ- 
tice, and pacify the N of our offended God? 15 f 

| Theſe 5 


( 33 ) 
Theſe are indeed the moſt Exalted, and the moſtGlorious, of all Created 


Beings that we know of. But we muſt at tha ſame Time remember, that, 
however Glorious theſe highly Exalted Creatures are, they are yet but 
Creatures, and that their higheſt Glory, as wellas ſupreme Happineſs, con- 
fiſts in this, that they are thoſe more immediate « Servants of God, who ds 
his Pl-aſure,” (PC. Clil, 21. ) All their F aculties, all their Powers, however 
great and extenſive, are only finite and limited, and therefore incapable of 
even Mediating with God for a World of Sinners; much leſs of making 
that infinite Satisfaction to the infinite Majeſty of Heaven, which his in- 
finite Juſtice demands, for ſo Univerſal a Breach of his holy Laws. 


Indeed, how little even theſe glorious Creatures are able to do in the 
great Work of Redemption of loſt Souls, may fairly be gathered, from their 
being utterly unable to Redeem even their Fellow Angels, who fell; as we 


are expreſſly told, they are reſerved in everlaſtin g Chains under Darkneſ, 
«© unto the Judgement of the great Day. * (Jup, Verſe 6. ) 


There is therefore but ene more Channel of Hope left for a finful 
World; and that is, laſtly, from the uncovenanted Merey of God, 


Mercy i is indeed the darling Attribute of God, and i it would be im pious 


in Man, to preſume to ſet Bounds to it; when God himſelf hathdeclared 
it to be over all bis Warks. go (PL. cxlv. 9. ) 


But this we are warranted to fay, that all the Perfections of God are Ke 
finite; and conſequently, that he is infinite in Holineſs, Faſtice, and Truth, | 
as well as in Mercy; and that the Perfection of the Diety neceſſarily re- . 
quires, that all the Divine Attributes ſhould Harmonie, and be conſiſtent 

— — with 


1 


7 
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with each other, and conſequently that God can no more ceaſe to be 


Holy, Juſt, and True, than he can ceaſe to be Good. 


_ How very ſlender then muſt needs be that Hope, which is built upon 
the latter, in excluſion of the former? which can ſuppoſe God to recede 


from his Holineſs, Juſtice and Truth, reſpecting his 4 


ers? 


Vengeance 


againſt ke in order to make Room for the Reception of Si 


I bere can he no Doubt, but that God could, if he had been pleaſed, 
have extended his Boundleſs Mercy to the Caſe of the fallen Angels. 
But the Queſtion, is not, what God can do, but what God is pleated to 
do? and whoever duly and attentively ak the ircecoverably loſt 
State and Condition of thoſe Angels, that Sinned, will find no great En- 
couragement to hope, that it would have fared any better with the whole 
ſinful Race of Mankind, had it not been for the Wonderful Work of Re- 
demption, wrought for them i in and by Chriſt Jeſus, their Promiſed Re- 
 deemer. 


He, eternal Thanks be to his Holy Name! hath 3 that fog us, 
which neither Ourſelves, nor any Created Being, nor even the Divine 
8 Clemency itſelf, conſiſtehtly with the other Divine Attributes, 
could poſſibly do for us. He hath vanquiſhed and overcome for us all 
our deadly Enemies, Satan, Sin, and Death. He hath fully Revealed to 
us God's Holy Will. He hath enforced and eſtabliſhed our Obedience 
to that Holy Will, by the Sanction of Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments. 
He hath facilitated ſuch our Obedience to the Divine Will, by an aſſiſt- 
ance imparted to us from Heaven. He hath pointed out to us the Line 
of that Obedience, by. his own Holy Example. And as He thus Lived 


to Reform us, ſo, oh! unſpeakable Condeſcenſion and Love! He volun- 


tarily 


(35) 


tarily ſubmitted to the Painful and Shameful Deatfy of the Croſs, to fup- 
ply the Defect of that Reformation! and by his precious Blood thus ſhed 
upon the Croſs, and by that Blood only, are we NRedsemed. and is our 
Pardon Sealed. (1 PET. i. 8.) 7 


And ſee, how wonderfully this unfathomable Myſtery of the Divine 
Love clear all the Difficulties, which obſtructed what Hopes we could 
conceive of our Redemption without i it. Were all our owh Endeavours, 
all the Endeavours of our F riends, all the Sacrifices of the Law, Al the 


Powers of the Angelic Hoſt, unavailable for this Purpoſe, becauſe not 
of ſufficient intrinſic Value, to Satisfy the infinite Juſtice of God ? Be- 
hold that infinite Satisfaction made, by. the infinite Merit of a God Suf- 7 
fering! Was it difficult, was it "impoſſible to the Human Heart and Un- 
derſtanding, to think of an Expedient for Man's Redemption, without 
4 breaking in upon the E Divine Attributes, and making God's Mercy to 
claſh with his juſtice? Behold a Diſpenſation, which leaves thoſe: two 
Ke Attributes of God as conſiſtent in-our Ideas, as they muſt ever be 
in the Divine Nature! F or here i is an Adequate Suffering, to evidence 
God's Juſtice, and here 1s a Gracious Acceptance of that Suffering, in a 
| Lubſtituted Perſon, to evidence God's Mercy. In ſhort; this Wonder- 


"4 Diſpenſation diſplays God's Attributes in their moſt glorious: Luſtre; 
15 juftiee! in Puniſhing of Sin, his Goodneſs in Pardoning the Sinner, and 
his Wiſdom in Contriving Things ſo, that both might be done wn 


« Seeing, then, my Good Friends and F ollow Chriſtians, that ** wwe have 

T7 fuch precious Promiſes; (2 Cok. vii. 1.) ſeeing, that our Chriſtian Faith is 
thus built upon “ @ Rock / immoveable, that the Gates of Hell cannot prevail 
« goainſt it; (MAT r. xvi. 18.) ſeeing that ave have ſuch an Anchor of 
« our Souls, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth i into that within the Vail, 
Whither 
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. eohither the Fore- runner is for us entered, even Feſus, made an High Prieft 


« fr ever after the Order of Melchijedec:”” (HEB. iv. 19, 20.) Let uslift 
&* up the Hands that hang down, and the feeble Knees.” (HEB. xii. 12.) Let 
no One faint with Diffidence, or look upon himſelf as excluded from the 
Benefits of the Chriſtian Covenant, becauſe he is not without Sin. If 


Mankind had been Sinleſs, that Covenant had not been needful. . Were 7 
Mankind to continue in their Sins, it would be ineffectual. Let then our 
paſt Sins neither drive us to Deſpair, nor detain us in Bondage. But let us 


« Jiſt up our Hearts with our Hands (LAM. iii. 41.) in fervent Prayer to 
the God of all Grace, that he would be pleaſed to bleſs theſe our Medi- 


tations to his Glory, and to our Good; that . Sis Strength may be made 


« perfect in our Weakneſs; (2 Cok. xii. 9,) that « He, who hath begun this 


good Work in us, may perform it until the Day of Teſus Chriſt ; (Putt. i. 6.) 


that ** we, being Delivered out of the Hands of our Enemies, may ſerve him 


te without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Life; 
(Luxe i. 74, 75.) and finally may obtain he End of our Faith, even | 
be the eternal Salvation of aur Precious and immortal Souls !” (I PET. i. 9.) 


Which God, of his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, grant unto us all, in 
and through the all-ſufficient Merits and Mediation of his only Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, our only Lord and Saviour! To whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Choſt, Three Perſons, and One God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Might, Majeſty, Power, Honour, Dominion, Glory, and Praiſe, now 
and for Ever! Amen! 
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